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Immediate Post-Disaster Self-Assessment for Early Educators 
Purpose: This self-assessment is for early educators to help determine if a child care facility can open immediately following an emergency or 
disaster event. It should be completed only when it is safe to be on the grounds of and/or inside the child care facility. If uncertain, wait to complete 
the self-assessment until it can be completed safely.  
 
Before: Prior to completing the self-assessment, check local news outlets and contact local government agencies to see if any notices or advisories 
have been issued that impact the child care facility and surrounding area. Contact a Division of Child Development and Early Education (DCDEE) 
Child Care (Licensing) Consultant to provide an update on the safety and well-being of the staff and children.  
  
During: While completing the self-assessment, document damages and concerns in the notes section on this form. Consider what will be useful to 
share with the DCDEE, environmental health, and anyone else who may aid in the recovery process. Take pictures and videos to support 
observations. This documentation will be helpful for recovery and restoration and with insurance and reimbursement. If you respond “no” or 
“unsure” to any of the questions, you should continue to answer the rest of the questions to the best of your ability.  
  
After: When the self-assessment is complete, contact a DCDEE Child Care Consultant to share findings and discuss the next steps. Reference the 
child care facility’s Emergency Preparedness and Response (EPR) Plan for contact phone numbers about specific needs.  
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Outdoors 
1. Is there clear, safe access to the property, including parking lots and pathways? 
If yes, proceed to the next 
step. 

If no or unsure, think about how debris (for example, 
tree branches, rocks, scattered materials, etc.) will be 
removed before opening. 

Notes: 

2. Is there clear, safe access to the building with no debris blocking any entrances? 
If yes, proceed to the next 
step. 

If no or unsure, think about how debris will be 
removed before opening. 
 

Notes: 

3. Is the building free of clearly visible structural damage (ex: roof damage, broken windows, foundation damage, etc.)? 
If yes, proceed to the next 
step. 

If no or unsure, take pictures or videos to clearly 
document any damage. 

Notes: 

4. Are the playground, gardens, and other outside areas free of any hazardous debris, broken equipment, damaged fencing, or other visible dangers? 
If yes, proceed to the next 
step. 

If no or unsure, think about how debris will be 
removed before opening. 

Notes: 
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Indoors 
5. Are the floors free of hazards and visible damage? 
If yes, proceed to the next 
step. 

If no or unsure, take pictures or videos to clearly 
document any damage.  

Notes: 

6. Is the facility’s normal electrical operating system functional? 
If yes, proceed to the next 
step. 

If no or unsure, contact the utilities provider to 
determine when the power will be restored. 

Notes: 

7. If the facility uses gas, is it functional?  
If yes, proceed to the next 
step. 

If no or unsure, contact the utilities provider to 
determine when gas will be restored. 

Notes: 

8. Are smoke and carbon monoxide detectors present and working properly? 
If yes, proceed to the next 
step. 

If no or unsure, test the carbon monoxide detectors 
or use a battery-operated detector to ensure no 
carbon monoxide is present. 

Notes: 

9. Is the facility free of clearly visible signs of water damage? 
If yes, proceed to the next 
step. 

If no or unsure, note where there is water and take 
pictures of any visible water damage. 

Notes: 
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10. Does the facility have hot water that can be used to clean food service equipment and utensils? 
If yes, proceed to the next 
step. 

If no or unsure, the building operator should contact 
the local county health department and assigned 
DCDEE Child Care Consultant. 

Notes: 

11. Is water safe for drinking at the facility with no current water advisories or notices? 
If yes, proceed to the next 
step. 

If no or unsure, do not use water for drinking, food 
preparation, or infant formula. 

Notes: 

12. Is the sewage or septic system, including toilets, fully functional? 
If yes, proceed to the next 
step. 

If no or unsure, stop use of the septic system and 
water at the facility. Contact the local health 
department and a DCDEE Child Care Consultant for 
further assistance. 

Notes: 

13. Have food items that are likely to spoil been kept at proper temperatures? 
If yes, proceed to the next 
step. 

If no or unsure, dispose of food items that have been 
stored in a refrigerator that has lost power for over 
four hours. Dispose of any frozen items that have 
thawed. 

Notes: 

14. Is the Heating, Ventilation, and Air Conditioning (HVAC) system working properly? 
If yes, proceed to the next 
step. 

If no or unsure, immediately stop using the HVAC 
system. 

Notes: 

15. Is the site free of any pests or dangerous animals?  
If yes, proceed to the next 
step. 

If no or unsure, document the type of pest, location, 
and take pictures if possible. 

Notes: 
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